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Txts Work is intended to.eomprife variots Extracts from the 
moft eminent apcicnt and modern Authors, and, voceafionally, as fuch 
may occur, a defrable Song, with the Mufic, together with many 
wiinal Pieces of merit ; forthe a tgs have the honor and 

jeafure of acknowledging that fome ef the firft Literary chatacters 
inthis City, have obligingly offered them the aid of their talents, 


rospectus. 


THE periodical publications which originate in Virginia, 
and circulate through its vast extent, are all of a political 
complexion ; and, doubtless, in a republicam country, such 
‘publications have a pre-eminent Claim to the attention ef the 
Citizen. In. her web of causes and effects, Nature has 
“Chesely i oven political thformation and genuine li- 

berty.<= and Light arenot more intimately combin- 
| ed. Yet, evéli at this awful peried, when national con- 
cerns OF the highest importance justly all forth every'ener- 
| gy ofthe mind, and every feeling of the hearty a few mo- 

ments may be usefullydevoted to the sublime strains of the 
. Poet, the puré lessons of the Moralist, and the ingenious or 
‘deep researches of the Philosopher, Neither public, nor 
private duties entirely preclude the refined and innocent relax- 
ation which we contemplate te offer. And what fortune is 
so humble, what path of life so rugged and desolate, as te 
shut every avenue against our modest VJSITOR ? 

Ir is not, however, without some apprehensions, that 
‘we embark on the treacherous sea of literary editorship, 
Around us lie, in sad ‘ruin, the fragments of many who 
have preceded us in a similar att . The horizon, too, 
Presents an aspect unusually lurid.—Still, confiding in the 
Genius loci, in that liberal spirit which characterises Vir- 


we cherish a fond hope that the VZS7TOR will be . 


ginia, 
Fay wafted to the desired port. 
o the object of our lication, political and religi- 
ous disquisitions are entirely foreign; ner shall its 
ever be sullied with effusions of an indelicate or immoral 
tendency. Subjeéts of general utility, suchas are calculated 
to excite and ge the best feelings of the human heart, will 
alone find admittance into its columns. Whatever may 
seem likely to sow dissention, or spread the fame of par- 
ty prejudice, we pledge ourselves studiously to avoid in 
short, to diffuse moral, literary, and scientific information, 
en the broadest-principles, is our professed design. With 
these motives im view, we take the diberty of soliciting 


‘nation. 





the public patronage, and assure eur Correspondents that a 
prompt attention will be paid to every communication, 

A Summaryef Foreign and Domesiic intelligence, includ- 
ing Marriages and an Obituary, will be inserted in each 
number, together with such remarkable eventgas may oc- 
casionally occur. 


Literature and Science. 


FOR THE VISITOR, 
FRAGMENT OF A DISCOURSE ON THE STUDY OF LANGUAGES. 


@irreRENcE of languages confiderably impedes univerfality of 
intercourfe between nations. Phyfical barriers, fuch as immentfe fe is, 
high mountains, &c. are not infuperable obftruéctions. The indéfati- 
gable induftry and boundlefs curiofity ef man we 4 day tonquer them. 
As to thefe moral and political fetices with which national: pride, ra- 
tional cuftoms and ‘prejudices, ignorance, barbarifm, governments, 
and, fometimesy religion, furround the different people of the earth, We 
often fee them ‘torn down by intereit, and other caufes equally powép- 
ful. But all this were in vain, thould the mof pleaimg, aswel! 
as the moft important of natural parfe, communicatidh *6¢- 
rao remain precluded. In ny 9 y ie wee of tite 

uman fpecies converge to one point, if, bysdiffimilarity of. ape, 
the mary there conclives infulated hier ene gacher) Wh es this 
obftacle ‘be totally, or ‘in fomie degree, remotied,’there'cari Tah bes 
tweenthe various focieties into which'the fomély ‘ot “nas 4s 
now divided, no harmony, no reciprécation ot benefits, “Ac't 
cation of natural or acquired advantages, no diffuhon of Kade 
no combination of efforts to promete the good of the whole #22 
in a word, nations remain with refpeét to cach anether in the Se t 
lanchely ftate in which individuals are reprefented te hate Bean 
thofe rude times when the fecial ties were yet unknowa, whea fran 
was a ftranger to man, his wants unaided, his pkéafures folifa™, “his 
efforts‘languid, his advances flow, and thofe difcoteyjcs Ahi St etal: 
or chance fuggefted to. individuals, extinguifhed with ‘their-pomeNor’, 
and left to the reft-of the ipecies. or YT Gee Ba 

Let it not be iaid:here that natural by that is, Me MS4e oF 
exprefling o by the aid of gefture, and of certain finyple fopnds, 
which, pane 6 the conformation of many bear to the intetwAl affecs 

y reprefent a phyfical, neceffary, and indefeafible aqa- 

and jare) therefore, univerfaliy umderitood, would be adequate 

oft al purpofes of fwch an intercourfe: In therprefent 

ind complicated fate of human focieties, im » Rate where the 
between Man afd man multiply theiifelves almioft fw méfinitumy 
at lay ¢ is obvioutly ‘too contracted, its'e cts tae, 

end, - ‘ 5 . 

iéntly evince the utility refulting from 

the fudy ofiangtages. Tothe navigator, to the merchant, but, ef- 
pecially, to him would cultivate literature and fcience, this fty- 
dy is, indeed, indifpenfible. It is a key which opens to the latter the 
immienfe treafures accumulated from the carlieft ages to this“day by 
the déarned of all nations. Without it, the imvention of ‘the art of 
rintiag which has multiplied thofe treafures, and in fome meaiure, 
amped them with the feal of inimortalityy lofes halt its advantages; 
no mais of knowledge can be confolidated and ‘y\icmatized; the 
chaia of feiencecannot he formed : fits links remain diiperfed here and 
there, and each of them is the exclufive property of fome particular 
Hence the neceflity, either ofa common mefium for the com- 
munication of thought, ‘or of “a general knowledge of lang uages.— 
Long after the révival of letter in the weft of Europe, the Latin lan- 
guage centitfued to be employed as that common medium, at leatt, 
tor icientific purpofes, The works of the learned were moft generally 
written and publifhed in that idiom. The practice has eradually 
funk intodifuie. Moder’ languages have been {eduloully tnriched 








and improved: writers now employ, each his vernacular tongue.- -- 
Ibe uie of the Latin language favours of pedantry ; it is confined to 
the limits of fome European univerfities, whence it never iffues a- 
broad, except, perhaps, inva few cafes, for the credentials of amba{- 
facors, dipiomatic records, &cs* 

Several attempts have been made to create a new medium of univer- 
fal communication, the j@lements of which like the figne which con- 
ftitute rhe language of algebra, fhould be generally underitood ; but 
thoie attempts have been uniuecefsful, and the idea would apply only 
to written language. Perhaps, however, the ingenuity of man may 
afterwards bring this deAderatum into exiftence, and extend its appli- 
cation beth to {poken and to written language. The celebrated 
Leibnitz among others, conceived the project of a philofophical lan- 
guage that fhodld unite all nations: but this project was net carried 
into execution. For the -commen purpofes of commercial intercourfe, 
fome mations have formed a kind of jargon, confifting ofgwords de- 
rived from their re/pective languages. Such is the agua franca, ufed 
in the ports of the Levant fea. It is obvious that fuch a medium, 
although it may anfwer the primary ends of commerce, mult be ex- 
tremely rude and imperfect, 

Tv all this it may be obje&ed that tranflations preclude the neeeffi- 
ty of tludying languages, at leaft, with refpeét to him who has in 
view neither commerce, nor travelling abroad. My anfwer is that 
the very exiitence of tranflations pretuppofes. fomewhere the ftudy of 
languages---that the beft tranflations are neceflarily detective & interior 
tothe original works---a truth, which chiefly applies to poetical compo- 
fitions, the tranilatien of which can feldom claim a higher merit than 
that of being paltry copies of excellent originals.¢ Indeed,,the na- 
ture of things will have it fo. What artist ever boastedof his 
capicity totransfule into his copies the inimitable beawties which the 
European world admires in the paintings of a Raphael, a Titian, a 
- Michael Angelo, a Rubens, &c.? Thou, too, enchanting Venus of 
Medici, art at oncethe admilf@tion and defpair of modern imitators ! 
‘Difficulties till greater attend the tranflator. Even if ‘he thould 

flefs the {ame genius as the author whom he tranflates, that genius 
is. thackled and; in fome degree, neutralized by the fervility of his talk. 
Too happy if, though the peculiar graces of coloring, and the native 
felicity of ftile inherent to original compafition, cannot be equalled by 
him, fimilarity of thought, and fentiment is, at lcait preferved, and 
if the tranflated auther does not.lofe vigor amd proportion of body as 
well as. richnefs and elegance of dyefs! Tranilations, befides, onl 
sg a {mall portion of the literagy and (cientific treafures to which 
I have alluced. They feldom evince the trouble of a judicious fe- 
leétion, and whilft we are deluged with numberlefs tranflations of no- 
vels, and ether frivolous. productions, too often calculated to vitiate 
our tafte, womanize our.ipirit, and corrupt our morals, the immortal 
works of fages, the mafter-pieces of genius, she }ucubrations of phile- 
fophical refearch, all equally preciousio fcience, to virtue, and to hu- 
manity,.are, perhaps, thd@iitefully neglected, becaufe they would not fo 
readily anfwer the imperious wants of tamelic tranflators, and the 
fordid views of the interefted printers, who {way their mercenary ! 

The ftudy of languages will remove al} thofe inconveaiences, Phil- 
asthrophy, too, ftrongly advocates that ttudy-.-At a period when the 
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* It is foreign to my object to enquire here, whether thé dead lan- 
guages ought. to be Pudied or not? The quefion bas beemtreated by fe- 
Fa able pens. My private opinion is tiat the fliudy of Greek and La- 

cught by no means to be confidered as a primary object in education ; 
but that thofe languages ought not to be entirely neglected. Their aid is 
too neceffary to literature and feiénce. A portion of that age when the 
young mind is not yet ripe fer higher fludies may be very ufefully devoted 
to the aequifition of thofe languages. Imight enumerate the advantages at- 
tending this acquifition. Iprefer areference to Godwia’s Examiner, vbere 
thofe advantages are prefented in a clear and forcivle pojnt of view. 
For my part, I have, under circumfanees the mofl difreffing, derived 
fomuch filace and pleafure from reading the ancients in the origiaals, that 
my jude iment may well be fufpeced of partiality. 

+ To cwinee the iruth of this objérvation, it is fifficient to compare 
fome of the bef trcnflations in verse with the original poems. Read, for 
exoniple, Dryden's Virgit, and thofe pagagesfrom Shakefphear which 
Voltaire bas tranflated. The Sxvan of Mantua, and the Bard of Avon, 
no doubt, cuould lock with difgufl on thofe wretched daubings after the 
dimine productions of their ereative and brilliant pencil. Popes’ tranj- 
bation ofe Homer, natu ithfanding the celebrity which it enjoys, appears 
to melitile beiter. In foort, Ldecm it impofible to twanllate apoct, and 
ai fui dto...tempi it. 





: 


mals of errors is every where decreafing, no moral /feprofycan be ap~ 
prehended from foreign intercourfe and to univerfal communication of 
thought it belor.gs tocomplete the work of progretlive wildom, and {pread — 
ing humanity---Men will no longer hate, pe oa they will underfland each 


other. a 
t Ts 
os 


~% <X 


«“ (ro BE conTinuED.) 
XN 
< 


=a 








Account of the Fall of the Rofenberg Mountain, in September, 1806: By 
the Rev. Mr. Buckminfler, of Bofton, but then refiding in Switzer — 
land. 


Ir you have a large map of Switzerland I beg you to look fora {poe 
in the canton of Schweitz, fituated between the lakesof Zug and Tou 
wertz on two fides, and the mountains of Rosenberg and Rofion the 
others. Mere but three weeks ago, was.one of the moft delightful fertile 
valleys of all Switzerland; green and luxuriant, adorned with feveral 
little villages full of fecure and happy farmers. Now, three of thefe 
villages are for ever effaced from the earth, and a broad walte of ruins, 
buryimg alive 1400 peafants, overfpreads the valley of Lowertz. 

About five o’clock inthe evening of the 3d of September, a large 
projection of the mountainof Rofenberg onthe northeaft gave way, ana 
precipitated itfelf into this valley : in lefs than four minutes it com. 
ae overwhelmed the three villages of Goklau, Bufingen, anc 

athlern, with a part of Lowertz and Oberart. The torrent of eart dy 
and ftones was far more rapid than that of lava, and its effects as ir. 
refiltible and as terrible. he mountain in its defcent carried trees, 
rocks, houfes, every thing before it: the mafs {pread in every direc — 


tion, fo as to bury completely @ {pace of charming country more thagg. 


three miles {qnare! the torce of the earth muft have been prodigious, 
fince it not only ipread over the hollow of the valley, but even afcend 
ed far up the oppolite fide of the Rigi: the quantity of earth, tog 
is enormous, finee it has left a confiderable hill in what was before 
the centre of the vale. A portion of the falling mais rolled ints 
the lake of Lowertz, and it is calculated that a fiith -_ is filled ups. 
On a minute map you will fee two little iflands marked in this Lake, 
ich have been admired for their picturefquenefs. One of them ig 
us tor the refidence of two hermits, and the other for th: remains 
of an ancient chateau, once belonging to the houfe of Hapsberg. 
large a body of water was raifed and pufhed forward by the falling a¢ 
fuch a mafs into the lake, that.the two illands, and the whole Village 
of Seven, at the northern extremity, were for a time compleely fub 
merged by the paflin e fwell. A large houfe i: «his village wag 
lifted off its foundations, and carried halt a mile beyond its place.-~._ 
The hermits were abfent om a vilit‘to the abbey. of Diniidein. 

Thedifattrous comfequences of this event extend turtherthanthe logy 
of fugh a number of inhabitants if a canton of little. population :-« 
fertile plaim.is at once converted into a barren traét of rocks and cag. 
careous cath, and the former marks.and boundaries of property are 
obliterated. ‘The main road from Art to Schweitz is completely filleg 
up, fo that another muft be opened, with great labor, over the Rig 7, 
tered ; and as the outlets and paflage of large bodies. of water muft be 
affeted by the filling up of fych a portion of the lake, the neighbor_ 
ing villages are ftill trembling with apprehenfion of fome remote cox _ 
fequences, againit which they know aot how to provide, Several hus _ 
dred men have beememployed in opening -paflages for the fagnant wa_ 
ters, in forming anew road for foot paflengers, along the Rigi, amd j,, 
exploring the.ruins. The, different cantons have contributed to the 
relief of the fuffering canton of Schweitz, and every head igat work t, 
contrive Means to prevent further difafters. ; 

The numbcr of inhabitants buried aliveunder the ruin of this maouy, | 
tain is fcearcely lefsthan 1500. Of thele, a woman and two chi ldrey, 
have been found alive, after having been feveral days under groung. 
They affirm, that while they were thus entombed they heard the crieg 
of poor creatures who were perifhing around them for want of tha, 
{uccour which they were fo fortunate as to receive. Indeed, it is the 
opinion of many well informed people that a large number miglit (iq) 
b¢ recovered : and a writer in the Publicife of Paris goes io far as eg, 
blame the inactivity ofthe neighboring inhabitants, and quotes many 
well-attefted facts to prove that perfons have lived a long time burieg 
under {now andearth. ‘This at lea-is probable in’ the prelent cafe, 
that many houles, expofed to lighter weight than others, may have 
been merely a little crufhed ; while the lower ftory, which in this Part 
of Switzerland is frequently of ftone, may have remained firma, ang 
thus not a few of the inhabitants efcaped unhnrt. The coniternatica, 
into which the neighboring towns of Art and Schweits were throway 
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he former channel of a large ftream is choaked up, and itscourfe ay * 















appears, indeed, to have left them incapable of contriving and execut- 
} - - Aen 
ing thoie labors which an enlightened co npaffion would diétate, 


The mountain of Rofenberg, as well as the Rigi and other moun- 
Yains in its vicinity, are compoted of a kind of britte caicareous earth 
and pudding- ftone or aggragated rocks. Sach a prodigious mals as 
that which febiy would eafily cramble by its own weigat, ana ipread 
over a wide furface : the bed of the mountain from whicna the deioia- 
tion Came, is a plane inclined from north to iouth. Its appearance as 
‘tt is now laid bare would lead one to fippo'e that the mais, when firit 
moved from baie, iid for jome diftance before it precipitated itfelt into 
the valley :----the height of the Spitherg (the name of the projection 
which teli) above the lake and vailey of Lowertz was little lets than 
000 feet :---the compoiition of the chain of the Rigi, of which the 
Re enberg makes a part, huis always been an obftacie in the way of 
thoie fyftem-mvakers who have built their hy potheies upon the ftruc- 
‘ture of the Alps | It has nothing of grahite in its whole mais ; and, 
though nearly 6000 feet above the fea, is green, and even fertile, to 
its fummit. It is compofed of nothing but earth and ftone, combined 
in rude mafles. It is alfo remarkable that the frata of which it is 
compoled are diftin@ly inlined from the north to the iouth ; a charac- 
ter which is common to all rocks of this kind through the whole range 
of Alps, as well as to the greater part of calcareous ichiitous, and py- 
ritous rocks, and alfo to the whole chain of the Jura. 

It was about a week after the fall of the mountain that our route 
through Switzerland led us to vifit this icene of defojation 5; and never 
can I forget the fucceflion of melancholy views which prefented them- 
felves to our curiofity. In our way to it we landed at Art, a town fi- 
tuated at the fouthern extremity of the lake of Zug ; and we tkirted 
along the eaftern boundary of the ruins, by the ide of Mount Rigi, 
towards the lake of Lowertz.’ From various points on our paflage we 
had complete views of {uch a {cene of deitruction as no words can ade- 
quately deicribe. ‘ , 

Pigture to yourfelfa rude and mingled mafs of earth and ftones, 
briftled with the thattered part of wooden cottages, and with thoufands 
of heavy trees torn ap by the roots, and projecting im every direction. 
In one part you might fee a range of peaiant’s huts which the torrent 
of earth had reached with force enough to overthrow and tear in pieces, 
but without bringing (oil to cover them. In another were mills bro. 
vken in pieces by came rocks feparated from the top of the mountain, 
which were even carried high up the oppofite fide of the Rigi. Large 
pools of water were formed in different parts of the ruins, and many 
little ftreams,- whofe uiual channels had been filled up, were buritin 
out in various places. Birds of prey, attraéted by the fimell of dead 
bedies, were hovering all over the valley. But the general impreffien 
made upon us by the light of uth an extent of defolation, conneéted too, 
with the idea that hundreds of wretched creatures were at that moment 
alive buried wnder a mais of earth, and inacceilible to the cries and 
labors of their friends, was too horrible to be deicribed or underftood. 
As we travelled along the borders of this chaos of ruined buildings, a 
poor peafant, bearing a countenance ghaftly with woe, came up to us 
to beg a piece of money. He had three children buried under the 
ruins of acottage, which he was endeavoring to clear away. A lit- 
tle further on we came to an eievated {pot which overlooked the whole 
fcene. Here we found a painter feated on a rock, and bufy 1m fketch- 
ing its horrors. He had.choien a moft favorable point. Before him, 
at the diftance of more than a league, rofe the Roienberg, from whole 
bare fide had ruthed the deftroyer of all this life and beauty. On his 
right was the lake of Lowertz, partly filled with the earth of the 
mountain. On the banks of this lake was all that remained of the 
town of Lowertz. Its church was demolifhed, but the tower yet 
ftood and the ruins, fhattered but not thrown down :---the figures 
which animated this part of the drawing were a few miferable peaiants, 
left to grope among the wrecks of their village <---the fore ground of 
the picture was a wide desolate iweep of earth and ftones, relieved by 
the fhattcred roof of a neighboring cottage. On the lett hand {pread 
the blue and tranquil furface of the lake of Zug, on the margia of 
which yet ftands the pleafant village of Art, almoft in contaét with the 
Tuins, and trembling even in its preiervation. 


We proceeded, in our defcent, along the fide of the Rigi, toward 
the halt buried village of Lowertz. Here we we faw the poor curate, 


who is faid to have beena ipeStater of the tail of the mountain. --- 
He faw the torrent of earth rathing teward ‘his village, overwhelming 
his peeple, and flopping jut before his door. What a fituation! He 
appeared, as we pafled, to be {uperimtending the labors of fome of the 
turvivors Who were exploring the ruins of the place, ‘A number of 
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new made graves, marked with a plain pine crofs, fhewed where 
few of the wretéhed victims of this ‘cataftrophe had juit been imterred, 

Gurcourie lay alotig the borders of the enchanting laké of Lowertz : 
appearance of the flepes on'the eaftern and fouthern fides told. us what 
the valley of Goldau was a few days fince 5 fmiling with varied vege- 
tation, gay with villages and cottages, and bright with promifes of 
autumnal plenty :---the theres of this lake were covered with ruins of 
hurs, with furniture and ciothes, which the vaft fwell of its waters bad 
lodged on the banks. As we were walking mournfully along toward 
Schweitz, we met with the deed body of a Woman which had :eenjult 
iound. It was ftretched out on a board, and barely covered witha 
white cloth. Two men, preceded by a prieft, were carrying it toa 
more decent burial. We heped that this fight would have concluded the 
horrors ot this day’s fcenery, and that we fhould foomefcape from eve- 
ry painful veftige of the calamity of Schweitz. But We continued to 
find relics of ruined buildings for a league along the whole extent of 
lake ; and alittle beyond the two iflands mentioned above, we faw ly- 
ing on the fhore the {tiff body of a péafant which had been wafhed up 
by the waves, and which two men Were examining, to afcertain the 
place to which he belonged. Our guide inflantly knew it to be the body 
of one of the inhabitants of Goldau, But I ‘will mention no more par- 
ticulars. Some, perhaps, that have been related to‘me are not credi- 
ble, and others which are credible, too painful. 

The immediate caufe of this calamitous event is-not. yet fufficiently 
afcertained, and probably never ‘will be. ‘The fall of parts of hills is 
net uncommon, and in Switzerland efpecially there are feveral in- 
fiances recorded of the defeent of large mafles.of earth and ftene. But 
fo tudden and extenfive a ruin as this, was, perhaps, never produced 
by the fallofa meuntain. It can be compared only ‘to the deftrac- 
tion occafioned by the tremendous eruptions of Aitna and Vefuvius. 
Many perfons fuppofe that the long and copious rains which they 
have lately had in this part of Switzerland may have [welled the fountains 
in the Roienberg fufficiently to pufh this part of the mountain off its 
inclined bafe. But we fawno marks ef ftreams iffuing from any part 
of the bed which is laid bare. Perhaps the eonfiftency of the earth in 
the interior of the mountain was fo much altered by the moifture which 
rs dae into it, that the proje€tion of the Spitsberg was no longer 

eld by a fufficiently trong cohefion, and its owa weight carried it 
over. Perhaps, as the earth is calcareous, a kind of fermentation 
took place fuilicient te loofen its foundations. But there is no end to 
bruce. The_mountain has failen, and the villages are no more. 
If we had not been detained at Strafburg waiting for paffports for 
ten days, we fhould have been in Switzerland on  H 3d of September, 
probably in the vicinity of the lake of Lowertz; perhaps under the 
ruins of Goldau. Several travellers, or rather ftvangers, have been 
dettroyed ; but whether they were there-on bufinefs or for pleaiure, I 
know not. Among them are feveral refpectable inhabitants of Berne ; 
and a young lady of fine accomplifhments and amiable character, whol¢ 
lofs is much lamented. 


fe 
FOR THE VISITOR. 


MENGOTTI. 
Delia liberta di Commercio dei prodotti della terra. 


EVERY reader of hiftory is acqvainted with the commércial and 
economical iyftem planned and carried into execution by the celebra- 
ted Colbert. The iplendor of his wame, and the fugitive briiligacy 
of his operations dazzled the vulgar of economujis, and fundamental 
errors infected the theory. and practice of ieveral European admi- 
niftrators, with re{pect te commerce, manufactures, and agrieul- 
ture :--the cares, the vigilance, the diftinétions, the favors of go- 
vernments were all beftowed on the manufactures andthe arts, whilf 
agriculture was clogged by a theuland ab.ued and tyrannical re- 
firaints ,---the man whofe labor produced commodities effentially 
neceflary was, in fome mea{ure,rencered tributary to the artificer 
and the merchant, who minttered only tothe fecondary comforts or 
ltixuries of life. Commerce, in the fuil and trve.exteht of the word, 
embraces the agriculturiit who originally produces its mateiiais, 
and the purchaser who ultimately coufiuvzes them; thete two 
extreme terms conftitute, its moitefiential parts 3 its contingent and 
accefioiy parts,-or intermediate terms, are the manufadctuser, the 
carrier, the whotéfale merchant, the retailer, &c. Obvious as 
this truth is, it ieems to have efcaped Coibert and his adherents, 
who confidered as’ the agents of commerce, none but the m:.nuiac- 
turer and the merchant, and thought it both politic and advantage. 
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ous to aftate to favor them at the expence of the agriculturift. — 
The {yit.*. of which this error makes part, has been denominated 
Colbertifme, il Golbertifme, Golvertifm, by the French, the Lealians, 
and the Englith. 

Tie Reale Societa Economica Fiorentina, defirous.to explode a miftake fo 
fatal, and-to thake to its foundation a iyftem fupported by the delu- 
five authority of a great name, propoted for the prize of 17925 the 
foilowing queition ; 

** Whether, in. a ftatediriceptible. of an, increafe, of. population, and 
having a territory capable of producing certain commodities, it be 
a more advantageous mode of promoting that increaie of population, 
to favor manufactures, by particular reftraints laid on the commerce 
of raw materials, or to allow.that commerce. an. entire and perfect 
liberty?”” | 

MENGOTTL undertook to folve the important problem, and the above 
mentioned fociety crowned his diflertation on the 13th of June, 1792. 
He has fince revifed the piece, and made fone valuable additions. 

~s$uch is briefly the fubject on.which I. prefume to offer the following 
remarks, 


THE principles which dire&ted the minifterial operations of the ce- 
lebrated Colbert ave pretty generally known. A with to gratify the 
oftentatious temper of the monarch, whoie finances he fuperintended, 
the neceflity of fupplying the continual drain of expenfive wars, and, 
perhaps, the fallacy of his own judgment, led him to adopt a policy 

roduétive of advantages brilliant, indeed, but illufory and fugitive. 

y him. the arts fubfervient to luxury, the more {umptuous ‘manufac- 
turespand the concomitant operations of internal and foreign commerce, 
were confidered as the chief fources. of national profperity, and, as 
fuch, encouraged at the expence of agriculture and general induftry, 
and, confequently, to the detriment ot population, 

Error is always mifchievous, always fatal; it is doubly fo when, in 
matters thus.clofely connected with the welfare of the human 
it happens to be, in fome meafure, confecrated by the authority of a 
name. as then. delivers oracular dictates which pares: even 

cli of argument ; it wields a defpotic {ceptre which truth 
rh repeated Mores, 7 
The produétion of. } is One of thofe efforts, and, in my 
inion, a> fuccefsful and victorious’ one. It conipicuauily diiplays 
triumph.of reafon over fophiftry, of fact over hypothefis., Lt ig.a 
re interefting piece on a very interefting fubject. 
he oppofers of Colbertijm, thofe, who, like Mengotti, have confi- 
ered agriculture as the primary {cource of national wealth, have of- 
ten been ftyled the enemies of commerce. Surely, no idea ever betray- 
ed an equal degree of abfurdity. In effe€&t, when we come to refolve 
commerce into its conftituent parts, we find its baie, its eflence, in the 
riculturif{ whote labors produce its materials, and im the coniumer 
tho ultimately employs thofe materials, more or leis altered trom their 
primitive, fimplicity : the manufaéturer, the carrier, the whole/ale 
merchant, the retailer, &c. are only intermediate and fecondary 
agents: to fay, then, that he who would not. lay any fhackles on 
produétion and confumption, the fource and the end of commerce, 
militates againft its profperity, implies. a palpable contradi¢tion :— 
they rather are the enemies of commerce, who would render what is ef- 
fentiai in it fubfervient to.what is merely fattitious and.accellory,. 
To the thame of mankind, univerfal freedom of commeyce, will 
robably remain for ages the dream of {peculative philamtrophifts. An 
infuperable obftacle feems to oppofe the eftablifhment-of a fyftem evi- 
dently pregnant with confequences of a beneficial nature: this obfta- 
cle is the almoit demontrable impoflibility that all commercial nations 
fhould unanimou(ly and fimultaneoufly concur in the adoption of thoie 
liberal principles upon which alone juch a fyitem can reit. Without 
that recipracity of advantages which fuch a previous accord would enfure, 
no nation can, in juftice and with fafety to itfelf, givean example which 
might.never be inaitated, and, of courfe, muft prove fatal to its real 
interefts. Inthe preient ftate of the civilized world, no government 
could-pradentiy venture on the policy of Louis XII of France, whote 
noble pride it was to have recorded in the archives of his trealury, the 
three tollowing remarkable circamftances : 
Mutua faa regi~ ni Bil, 
Impofitio foranea—~- nibil, 
Emolumenta portuam————e—nibil.- 
Borrowed by his Majetty———o,. 
Taxes on commerce———-—— 4 | 
Revenue from fea-ports-———-04, 

No goverrment, would with a tranquil eye fee.the two lafhitems ap- 

plied to its exchequer. 
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Ufetul truths, found principles, cannot be too often, too forcibly 
inculcated. Every avenue oi the public mind ought to be fortified 
againit the contingent irruptions of exror :—the veriatility of human 
opinions is a trite dubjcct of complaint : when, therefore, some venefi- 
cial doétrine has-been eftablithed bya iolid train of reafoning, & confirm- 
ed by the infallible teit of experience, it is well that it thould be zea- 
loutly ditleminated, and caretully preierved. Under this impretlon, I 
ardently with that Mengotti iuay be introduced among us in the Ame- 


_Yican garb: it might be placed on the theives of our economiits by tiie 


fide of Adam Smith, Say, &c. 
SEs 
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—=—=—_—=—_ 
‘ CHRONOLOGICAL GLEANINGS. 


ANCTENT Chronology, both facred and prophane, has long been, 
and, indéed, is {till an intricate and obfcure chaos. Yet, the tollow- 


AGRICOLA, 


sing pripciple may ferve to remove the clouds fpread over remote 
times, 


_** Ancient nations have ufed, for the purpofe of meafuring time,. 
different intervals, different revolutions, which have all been called; 
years,” 

(See Bailly’s histoire de l astromomie ancienne. 
E¢laircifsements aftronomiques. 
, § XL. page a65, &c. &e. gtoedit.) 
The teftimonies of Plutarch, Pliny, Suidas, Diodorus, Eudoxus, 
&c. &c. prove there have been years of 1} 2, 3, 4, and 6 months, par- 
ticularly among the Egyptians :—the periodical revolution of uie moon 
muit have been firft known, and aifo employed asa year. Vitruvius® 
and Macrobius j prove this, when they athign to the revolution of the 
moon 28 days in round numbers. The Ciaideans certainly reckoned | 
days as years, as we dhallpreiently prove ,it, and io did the ancient 
Egyptians, which clearly appears by the totlowing pallage, “* Huic 
(Mercurio) fuccefit in regno Videanus, diesque mille’ jexcenios oetoginta. 
hoc eft, annos 4, menfes7, dies 4, regnavat; ne/ciebant. enim ium AB~ 
uti annos definire, fed umus diei jpaium anaumappelabamt,”' { Some 


tribes.among the Indians (till reckom.one night. as a year. |} Nay, it 
‘appearmthat therechave been nations who have never knows ou are 


tinea! day, compoied of one day anc one night, and.wao have divided 
thisinterval into @ revolutions, that of the day, and that ofthe nights 
—See in Diog. Lacri. C. ¥, § ga, the riddle of Cleotmtus, giving to. 
each month 60 daughters of a dilierent jorm, Xc. This» idea al- 
ludes obvieuliy to the prattice here meatiened. ‘Tue day stielf was di- 
vided into g parts, and the night imto4 watches: a clear proof that tHe 
day was expreislydittinguithed trom the night. Hence some people 
are found to have computed two revolutions or'years, or even eight of 
thefe, tora day of 24 honrs, according as they contidered it as divided 
into two or into eight intervals, ‘Ihe Batt Indians have, im this rei- 
peét, gone farther than any other peopie: among them the day ieenis 
to have hada great number of iubdiviiions ; they have calculated the 
number of theie tubdivilions, contained in the known number of years 
lmce a certain and fixed epoch, and afterwards they have given the re= 
fulyot, thejr. calculation as that of the years of their exittence, This 
had ite origin in national pride and vanity, and ina defire of appeal. 
ing avery ancient people. When natigne-fpeakindehmtely of an m- 
finite number of millions of years, you ealily perceive falihoed ; but 
when the people of India tell you that from the deluge to the degira 
720,634 442,715 days have clapied, you are ledto tuipect that theiemuk 
be ifattions ot days, taken for entire days, either through mjitake or 
through vanity. 

Let us inveitigate according to this principle, the Chronology éf 
fome of the moft ancjent nations, at firft from the Creation to the de- 
luges 

BABYLONIANS.—According to Berofus, more than 199 /eri, if we 
will credit the Babylonian antiquities, had elapfed before the flood. 
We are told by hun that.each of this /art amounted to 360 years, 
which would make in ajl 432000 years. But it appears that the word _ 
Jaros, was, like the werd year, a generic. word, ignilyjng a revolution, 
Now Berolus did not know what revolution was there implied. Suidas 
jays that the furas conistted of 22g lunar months, fo. that the 1209 /ari of 


‘the Babylonians thould, in that case, amount to atg6. years, (Solar,) 
‘which is not very diftcrent from the time ftated by the Septuagint, to 


* Archit. lib, ix, p. 4 
HeChron, Alex. p. 195. 


+ Somnium Scipionis, lib. i, ¢. 29: 
| Lafiteau Maurs des Sauvages. 
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have elapfed between the Creation and the deluge, viz: 2242 years. 
This approximation becomes ftill greater, when we conlider taat the 
faros, mentioned by Suidas was propably ufed tor cevil purpoies, and 
that there was another, coniifting of a23 lunations,* Uicu by altronom- 
ers only; 10 that we would have 120 lunar montis to add to the 21 56 
years juft mentioned; which would render that period ftul more like 
the time mentioned bythe vertton-omthe Septuagiat.. 
EcypTians.—-We are toid that the ancient Egyptian Chronicle 

seckons 36,525 years, Viz: 

, as ycars, for the reign of the Sun. 

+9984 torthat of the 12 Great Gods, 

2517 ———~ for that of the 8 Demi Gods. 
2324 —— for the reft of the.time until Nectabenus.. 








36,525 years, : : 

The 30,009 years of the-Sun’s reign probably belong to/times ex- 
tremely remote, of which nothing but a coniuied idea remained. 

Now, iuppofing thele years to be periodical lunar revoiutions, we 
find that thele 30,000 years form preciiely a2q5 years, (iolar) which 
conttitutes another fingular fynchroniim. 

© Thts is the opinion of the learned kreret. 
== 
Of-all the various kinds of fuperftition whfch have in any age influenc- 
ed the human mind, none appar to have operated with io much et- 
fect. as what has-been termed the-Gothic. Even in the preient po- 
lithed period of fociety,. there are thoufands yet alive to all the hor- 
ors of witchcrait, to ail the folema and termsbie graces of the appal- 
ling fpetire. It is remote however irom every-with ot. the. author 
of the tollowing talc, to encourage any tuperitition that-may render 
his tellow creatures alive te duneceliasy and puerile terror; but it is 
here only as turniihing fit materials for poetic compotition.. Drake. 
HENRY FITZOWEN, 


A TALE. 
But when he reach’h his cattle gate, 
His gate was hung with black,—Perey. 


Tw the north of England, towards the commencement of the reign of 
Edward the Fourth, lived Henry Fitzowen, He had tolt his parents 
early in lite, and had been educated with an only fitter under the care of 
his guardian. Mepry was tae heir of. confiderable property which had 
been under his foie management:tor neariour. yearsy. having arrived at 











(To be continued. ) 


that period of lite when the character: of the: man fully unselds-ittelfs.| 


when at five and twenty he «had gratified the withesy and tuibiled the 
predictions of his friends. Pofieiied of an adtive and liberal mind, of 
a tender and grateiul heart, he was equally an object of love and efteem 
\to his companions and tenants ; and combined, likewiie, the energics 
of youth, its vigor and vivacity with, what were rare attainments in 
that age ot anarchy and ignorance, the elegant accomplifhments of the 
fcholar and the poet. In his perion he was rather athletic, yet was it 
graceiully formed, and had much of that chivalric air fo highly prized 
at that time when wartare and civil diicord itill raged throughout the 
ifland. When ruthing to the field; no hero in the army of the youth- 
ful Edward burnt with juperioy ardour, or. managed his_horfe and 
arms with equal -eafe and. {pirit ; when {feated amid the circie_of his 
peaceful tricnds, none could rival his powers of intellect and fweeitncis 
of manner,;~—the courteiy of his demeanor to the men, the gallantry of 
his attentions to the tair. 

With his filter, who fuperintended the economy of his houfehold, and 
afew friends, he {pent the major part of the year at his paternal caitie 
in Yorkihire, a picce of fine old gothic architeéture, andeated in the 
boiom of a romantic glen. Here, in. his great hall, hung round with 
the arms and tropics of his anceflors, and prefiding at his arfcient, 
oaken, & hoipitable table, he delighted to accumulate his neighbors, & 
view the {inile of fatistastion and pleaiure play.amid the charms of in- 
nocence and beauty, or giadden the features of induttrious dependence, 
Here, alio, on a vilit to his fifter, and utually accompanied by her mo- 
ther, would frequentiy appear Adeline De Mentiort.. Adeline was the 
only daughter ofan oificer. of great worth and bravery, and who fell 
costending jor the Yorkiits at the dreadful battle,of Towton.. Dying, 
howcver, m‘embarguiled cirewnttances, his widow was unable to fup- 
port the eftabiitliment they had hitherto maintained, and therefére took 
a imali but clegant houle on the fkirts of the foreft adjoining to the 
Fitzowen citate. ¢ A thort time fufliced to preduced an intimacy be- 
tween the two jamilies, and from limilarity of ditpofition and purgpits, 
Adeline & Clara Fitzowen foon becameahnolt imieparable companibus. 





The daughter of ‘Montfort was in her twentieth year, 2nd bau veen 
gilted by nature with more than common Charis, iicr person was ele- 
gantiy iormed, her eyes biue as the iky ot iummer, her hair ot a 
nut. brown, and her cheeks 
‘¢The rofes white and red refembled well, 
Whereon the hoary May-dcw iprinkied lies, 
When-the iair morn arit biuineth ivom ar ceil, 
And breatheth baun taoin opened Paraduc,”’ 

The. moft unaffeéted modeity, too, and a dispofition peculiarly 
fweet, united to the graces of a mind spoimicd by unuival taite, ren- 
dered her perional beauties doubiy mfereiiing 5 and there were tew of 
the oppotite tex who, having once witheucd her attractions, did not 
igh to appropriate them :---that Henry, thereiore, who had 1uci tre- 
quent opportunities of converiing with this anmabie girl, thouid ad- 
mire and love her, was an event to be expected ;,indeed, uch was his 
attection for her, that, deprived of his beioved Adeiine, exiitence 
would have loft ail its ailurement. 

To love thus ardent and fincere, and profefled by a youth of the 
moit winning manners and superior accompiithments, no woman couid 
long be inizniibie, and in the boiom ot Adeline giowed the iweet emo- 
tions of reciprocal patlion. Amid the wiid and pictureique beautics of 
Ruydvellin, where the -vait jolitude and repoie of nature, or the luxu- 
riant and iottened ieatures of the secluded jandicape, awoke the mind 
to awiul or totender teelings, the feniations of mutual attachment were 
tor 1ome time cherifhed unaifturbed, and an union that would, probda- 
bly, fix tor life the telicity ot the lovers, had been projected an@ deter- 
mined upon; when an incident, accompanied with cucumitances ot the 
moit fingular kind, threw a bar in the way of its compietion. 

At the diitance of about twelve miles fiom the caitic of, Ruydvellin, 
refided Walleran Earl ot Meuiant, a-nobieman oi Norman deicent, and 
ot great“hauteur.and family pride. He had reached the age of torty, 
was unmarried, and though, trom motives of citenation, iupporting 
a confiderable and even iplendid eitablishment, his diipofition was 
gloomy and uafocial. In his: perion he was gigantic and are. 
tioned, and his teatures betrayed a ftern and unselenting feverity, whilft 
trom his eyes uiually darted 10 wild and malignant an expreflion, that 
the object on whica they tell, involuntartly thrank trom their notice.--- 
His habits oi lite too-were {uch as to excite much wonder and very hor. 
rid reports ; he conitantly inhabited one turret of his extentive cattle, 
where, ail night long, for many years, the glare of torches had been 
vilivle, yet ais-iervants declared that, notwithitanding this perpetue 
al illumination, his agitation and terrer were, irequentiy, as the 
twrhight eloied, iodreadiul, that they led his preience, and often at 
miduight trom .has-caamber, in which he always locked himielf up 
and torvade interruption, half ttitied. groans and. wailing iounds were 
heard, as from a perion under torture. At itated periods he vifited a 
foreit of very antique oak, which ftood about a mile trom the cattle; tuch 
was the maily fize oitheie trees that they were generally etteemed coeval 
with the druidic times, and the gioom of their foilage was io denie and 
impenetrable, that the country people feared to approach the wood, 
art believed it to be haunted by preternatural beings ; for often at the 
dread-noon of night, thrilland demoniacal fhrieks, and appearances 
of the moit ghaltly and tremendous kind, had terrified the beiated trae 
veller, and onse, it is faid, when one of the fervants of Walleran, 
from motives of curiofity, had traced. the footiteps ot his matter to 
this enchanted foreft, he dared to enter its internal thade, and fince 
that hour no eye has witnelled hisweturn, 

Though Walleran was thus an-object of dread and awful furmife 
to allasyound him, yet, from being poffeiied of very large property, 
and having numerous relations whoie interett it was to pay him 
every reipect, his caitle was occcationally filled with the tirtt ranks of 
fociety, who were banqueted in a fumptuous marner, and amuted 
with the moft ipleni © diveriions of the age, fuch as tournaments, 
myiteries, the chaie, &c, On theft occations the neighboring fa- 
milies were invited to the caftle, and Henry Fitzowen, with his fif- 
ter anid Adeline, uiually graced the feltival, Henry was one of the 
moft expert and eiegant tilters in the ichoo! ot chivalry ; ‘and when 
Adeline’ champion, .and,. according to etiquette, by her con- 


dued into, the Jitts, he performed prodigies of valour, and unhorfed 


almoit every opponent. Adeline had then to beftow the envied prize 
on the object oi her affections, and in thete moments her features were 
lighted up with peculiar animation, and her form difplayed the mof 
facinating allurements. None beheld her without emotion ; but in 
the breait of Waileran burnt the moit intenie deiive, and, accuttom- 
ed to overcome every oppofition in his amours by open force, or infi- 
dious itratagem, he had Jon» determined, and without the imalich 
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{cruple or compunétion, to get poffeilion of the perfon Adeline, for 
in her heart, Rech was the brutality of his appetite, he had neither 
with nor hope to find a place. Indeed, he was well acquainted with 
the conpe@lion, and hac heard of the approaching union between he: 
and Henry, and the latter, on this account, became an object of the 
moit malignant hatred. Frequently had he meditated on the means of 
conveying her from her own villa, or the caitle of Ruydveilin, and 
one attempt through the medium of his fervants the vigilance of 
Henry had already rendered abortive, who fuipeéted, though he 
could not prove, for the. villains were difguifed, the machinations of 
his infamous and too potent neighbor. 
(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


Wumorous. 


ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 

It lately occurrred, but where and on what occafion is not recolleéted, 
that a Lawyer who was pleading, happened to be fituated, between two 
gentlemen of the name of Taylor ; and wifhing to be witty, remarked, 
at the clofe of his fpeech, that having two Tajlors on his fide, he 
could not fail to obtain his /ait—Whereupen his ‘opponent in the 
caufe was polite enough to congratulate him, but, at the fame time, 
obferved that the fupporters of whom he boafted, muft be mifcrabiy poor 
for it was evident they had only one Goofé betwecn them. 

POLICE OF LONDON. 
Guildball, Friday, October 7, 

A mufical instrument maker, of Cornhill, named Astor, was 
charged with no leis than four different affaults upon two men, named 
Grithths and Keefe, and both their wives, on the preceding pight, in 
Long Lane, Smithfield. It appeared, that the defendant was marching 
in guick time through the Lane, about 8 o’clock on Thurfday night ; 
and on pafling the houfes of the complainants, thought fit to amufe him. 
felf by playing a foxata on their window thutter witha pretty full 
grown black thorn bludgeon he carried. This rude ferenade brought 
out Mf. Griffiths, who ts a retailer of ham and beef, and who demand- 
the reafon of the noife. Mr. Aftor faid he had a right to make a noife 
if he pleated, and that the complainant had no right to interfere. But 
Mr, Gritithe, who is a Cambro Briton, waxed bot at his reply, began 
to harp on his conduct, and rejoined, that if the defendant did fo again, 
he would knock him down Zat. The defendant, whole temper was in 
alt upon this threat, wmmediately flourifhing his inftrument, began 
to beat a tattoo on the drum bead of Mr. Grithths. His wite alarmed 
at the icuffie, ran out co“ amore ina brik movement, and fercaming 
Sorte demanded in a femi demi quaver, ior what he ftruck her hufband ¢ 
to which the defendant only aniwered by beating time with the tame 
inftrument on the head of the good lady :—this mbarmomious conceit 
foon attracted a very numerous auditory ; and Mr. Keele, the baker, 
feeling himielf called wpon to play his part in the picce, came » 
aid ot his neighbor, Mr. Grfhiths; but was fo powertuily /fruek by 
the performance of Mr. Aftor, that he'moved by a fudden cadence to 
the kennel, upon his back., His wite, too, came torward affetuo/o, 
‘and immediately flew, con fpirito, at the aflaiiant of her huiband ; 
but rectived {uch a craf-on her head from his inftrument, as brought 
the blood itreaining about her ears. A reputable neighbor interfered, 
at much rifk frem the factato touches of Mr. Altor’s bludgeon, and 
with the aid of the watch fecured and conveyed him to the compter. 

Mr. Aftor contcnced, im his defence, that he had received the firft 
affault. ‘ - 

The magifrate, however, after giving the defendant a pretty fevere 
recitativa tor his outrageous conduct, told hima to withdraw with the 
paities forthwith, and make them latisfaétory amendment, or elie find 
bail fer his appearance ‘to take his trial. Mr. Altor accordingly 
withdrew, and ater compenfating'the defendant to fometune, received 
penjerofo, refolved to da capo no more the dike paflages, and keep his 
temper more in piavo for the iuture. 


A Sailor went to @ a jugler exhibit -his tricks: there happened to 


' be a quantity of gunpowder m the apartment underneath, which took 


fire and biew up the house :the fa:lor was thfown into a garden be- 
hind, where he teil without being hurt--He ftretched his arms and legs, 
got up, thook himteif, rubbed his eyes, and then cricdy—conceiving 
what had happend to be only a.part ofthe performance, and pertectly 
willing to go through the whole,—‘*D—the fellow, I wonder what the 
devil he‘il do next?” 





——— 


Summary of Mntelligence. 
—_—_ 


Europe.—Accounts from Spain, ftate, that the Central Government 
have decreed tha: each viceroyality, of which there are five in South. 
Amevica, fhall fend two Deputies tothe General Government. 

By the laft advices from Europe, no deciiive action appears to have 
lately taken.place between the French and the Patyjotrs. The Bue 
lith army under Gen. Blake have been attacked and forced to retreat 
with confidcrable lojs. The attairs of Spaim appear to be verging fait 
toa momentous and awful crifis. Bonaparte has pledged hunfelt to 
the French nation that he will conquer Spain and eitablith his brother Jo- 
feph on the throne of Madrid, ana has accordingly made every preparas 
tion to penetrate her .at different poimts, Op the other hand, the 
Spaniards continue making -evéry exertion to repel then——Three 
hundred thouland troops are faid to have marehed to the-tronticrs.— 
The greateft enthufiafm appears ftill to pervade all the armies-@f Spain. 
What may not be expeéted from a nation of patriots ; excited by the 
mot glorious principles of action, and fighting in detence ef - ever 
thing they hold dear—their lawful fovereign, their religion, their 
injured country, thew lives and their property. Dreadtul indeed 
appears to be the prefent ftate of the civilized world, when natione 
are let loofe upon each other, poffeffed of -all their prefent refine. 
tty but quite unreltrained by civil government, or by moral recti- 
tuce. 

The Prince of Peace it appears has éntered into the views of Bona. 
parte in the fubjugation of Spain and the acquifition-of Spaniih-Ame- 
rica. 

Nothing of moment appears to have lately occurred in the other na~ 
tions of Europe. 

England and France it feems, have not yet relaxed ‘in the tigor of 
their unjuft orders and ediés againit the neutral rights of other powe 
ers, and their flagrant infractions of the law of nations. 

The King of England has iffued a prociamation tor the convening of 
Parliament on the s6th ultimo, 


Weft Indies.—In November, Gen, Ferrand, the brave defender of 
the City of St. Domingo, tell in an attion with fome Spanish infur- 
gents, and has been {ucceeded by Gen. Barquier. 

‘The twocontending chieis of the ifland of St, Domingo, Generals 
Chriltephe and Petion, appearto be carrying on a very inactive war 
at preient. 

We learn that the French ifland of Martinique has been lately cap. 
tured by the English, ’ 


South, America.—Prince Regent of Portugal has officially informed 
Mr. Hill, the American Coniul at §t. Salvador, that the veflels of the 
United States will be treated ia the ports of the Brazils as thofe of the 
mott favored nation. 

Domeflie.—On the gth ult, a law paffed both HMoufes of Congrefy, 
for more effectually enforcing the embargo laws; the moft prominent 
feature of which is, that every coafting veffel clearing out for a port 
of anotiier itate, is obliged to give bond and fecurity to the amount 
of fix times the value of the veilel and cargo. 

On the 24th ult. His Excellency Levi Lincoln, Lt. Governor -of 
Mailachuletts, delivered a very impyetive tpeech to both branches of 
the Legiflature—-in which he endeavored to inipire them with an ardent 
love for their injured and infulted conntry, and atked their concurrence 
in, and aid of thofe meafures entered into, for redvefs, by the general 
government. He boaited of the known patriotifm of the people of Maila- 
chufetts, and denied the reports in circulation, that the great mafs of 
its citizent; are inimical to the tederai government, or wiih a difmem- 
berment of the union, 

On the gast uit. the Legislature of Virginia pafled a law to ftop the 
progreis of Executions ;-—this law took effect fromthe time of its pai- 
lage, and is to continue in force till the rifing of the next General Af- 
fembly. 

On the 3d inftant, a vote was taken in the Houle of Reprefentatives 
of the United States, in eommitree of the whole, to repeal the feveral 
embargo laws on the 4th of March next—the votes were two to one ‘in 
favor of the repeal :—-The Houfe have fince been bufily engaged in de- 
vifing meafures to be purfued after railing the embargo, confiitent with 
the honor and fafety of the nation. 


EPIGRAM. 
None without hope e’er lov’d the a. ge fair, 


But love can hope where realon would deipaix. 
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Original Poetry. 


TO MARY. 
Why the azure above fhould we fcan, 
For caufe to admire and to praite? . 
@r why thould we nature's vait plan, 
Look on with fuch wond’ring amaze? 


Since if Heaven’s blue GOncave we view, 
Or to earth's mighty fabric, defcend, 
We fee nothing fo lovely as you, 
No motive fo {trong to commend. 


For of wonder ’tis furely nocaufe, _ 
That he who could give thee fuch eyes, 
Could make, by the forme. nace 
The gems that befpangle t e fkies. 
He that on thy checks could beftow 
‘The ioft mellow tints of the rofe, 
. Might certainly give the bright glow, 
Phat bluthing appears on the rofe. 
The skill that thy fair bofom dreft 
With the white fhawy foftnefs it bears, 
Might give to the Cygnet its breast, 
r the lily, the mantle it wears. 


No berry fo rich ever grew, ; 

As the color that ns thy lip ; 
No zephyrs fo {weet ever blew, 

As thy breath that fo balmy they fip. 
Why then fhould we wonder to fee, 

Aught elfe that by nature’s achiev"d ; 
“Bince all the has made befide thee, 

May in thee be more lovely perceiv'd. 


TO LAURINA.. 
[The writer of the following verfes will he puzzled to account for their 
appearance in the Vifter. We may furprife bim more bereafter.) 


Ah! wherefore, Laurina, thus {cornful and cold, 

Wilt thou frown on the hope-that enlivens my breast ? 
Ig that hape too prefumptuous, thy lover too bold ? 
~ Qh! smile and again fhall his heart be at reft. 


Erewhile was all Nature array’d in full bloom, 
And fummer, bedeck’d with her rofes, the green ; 
But now {the chill blait, and the comfortlefs gloom, 
Envelop in horror the defolate f{cene, 


*Tis thus with the lover devoted to thee, 

Who fondly would woo thee, enraptur’d would wed ; 
Evewhile was he jocund, and carol’d with glee, 

But you f:own—and alas! the illufion has fled, 


And wherefore that frown ; can‘it thou blame the fond youth, 
Who, in teeking to win thee, has iought to be bleft ? 
Thou art not a ftranger to love and to truth ; 
Then fimile, and again thall his heart be at ref. 
CARLOS, 


Selected Poetry. 


THE LADY'S CHOICE, 


If e’er L quit the singh ftate, 

Bé this the model of my mate ; 
Let virtue in his breaft refide, 
And honour allhis actions guide ; 
In learning and in fenife compleat, 
Plain in his drefs but plainly neat ; 
And, to crown all, O may I prove 
‘The only woman he can love, 


THE VISITOR. 
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A WISH. 


I've often with'd to have a friend, 
With whom my choifeft hours to fpend, 
Towhom I fately might impart 

Each with and weaknefs of my heart: 
Who might im every forrow chear, 

And mingle with my griefs a tear ; 

For whom alone | vd Sith to be, 

And who would only live for me ; 
And, to fecure my blifs for life, 

I'd with that friend to be---a wife. 


eee 


MADRIGAL. 

The heart that warm'd my guilelefs breaft 

Some wanton hand had thence convey’d, 
But Love who {aw his bard diftrefs’d, 

In pity thus the thief betray’d— 
** *Tis the who owns the faireit mien 
‘* And {weeteft eyes that e’er were feen !"” 
And {ure if Love be in the right, 

(And was Love ever in the wrong’?) 
To thee, my firft and fole delight, 

That fimple heart muft._ now belong= 
~—Becaufe thou haft the faireft mien 


And iweetelt eyes that ¢’er were feen!  Camoens. 





MARRIED, in the vicinity of Baltimore, William E. Burwell, Efq. 
a Reprefentative in Congrefs from the State of Virginia, to Mi/s Lets- 
tia M'Creery. 
On Thursday evening the 19th inft. Mr. William Prefer of 
this city, to the very agreeable Mrs. Letitia Ring, of Tuckomon, King 
William county, 

Same nine? the Rev’d John D. Blair, Mr. Robert 

Pollard, Fun. ot King ‘liam, to the truly amiable and much admir- 
ed Mifs Eveline Chamberlayne, of Henrico. 


DEATHS. 


Digp—In Woodftock on Saturday morning the 7th ult. Col. Wm. 
H. Dulaney, for many years an inhabitant and practifing phylician of 
that place. 
3 On Friday the 30th of December, 1808, Mr. Yoha Harris of 
Hanover, in the 54th year of his age. . 

-—— On Tuefday evening the 24th ult. Mrs. Mary Saunders the 
amiable confort.of Col. Robert H. Saunders of Goochland. 

—— On Wednefday the 8th inft. Mrs. M’ Lane, of this city. 


eee 
THE VISITOR 


Has already met with great encouragement, and we are thankful for 
it; but, prefuming there are in this City and neighborhood, many 
well-withers to fuch an object, who are yet ignorant of our undertak- 
ing, we intend thortly to call upon the inhabitants thereof witha tub- 
{cription-paper ; and, therefore, we take the liberty of iffuing our firk 
number very generally, that Ladies and Geatlmen may be fully appriied 
of our plan ; for, being fo, we humbly hope they will exerche their ac- 
cuftomed liberality, and indulge us with a favorable aniwer. But 
this is not meant to preclude any Lady or.Gentleman from calling at 
the Office, at Harris*s corner, before the next publication, to leave 
their names, for every condeicenfion of that kind will be gratefully 
acknowledged. , 

We think it our duty to add, that the paper, on which a few of our 
numbers will be printed, is not fo good as our patrons had a right to 
expect; but, in this feafon of political and natural impediments to na- 
vigation,, it is the beft we could procure, and, therefore, we hope they 
will exeufe it. 
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TRUE COURAGE 





_ [THE sentiments contained in the following song, from the pen of theelder,.and it may be said, 

i inimitable DIBDIN, areat once so congenial to the highly and justly appreciated character of 
a true-bred sailor, and so touching to the human heart, that all who have heard it sung, in our 

We therefore,. give this impression to THE VISITOR, 


Pit presence, have wished to possess %t. 


which, we trust, will thence derive a more general and flattering reception.} 

































‘| : pens ‘ er , 

| by : Why whai’s. that toyouifmy eyes I’m a wiping? a ‘tear is a pleusured’ye see in its way.’ Tis nonsense for 
iF 

t 

a 

= trifles own to be Piping ; but they that hari’t pity, why I pities they. Says our Captain, says he, (I ‘shall 
it 

i 

i 

i 

es _ never forget it) ifof courage you’d know, lads, the true fromthe sham; isa furious lion, in battle, so 
le 

= | 

} | let it tis a fu--rious lion, in battle, so let it, But duty appeas’d, duty appeas’d, but duty appeas’d, ’tis in 





“& 
4 Ps 2. 
& There’s buftling Bob Bounce, for the old one not caring, 




















iB git aE MCL Helter fkelter to work, pelt away, cut and drive ; 
Swearing, he, for his part, had no notion of {paring, 
For as to a foe, why he'd eat him alive! 


HE But when that he found a poor pris’ner, he’d wounded, 
so 








mercy a lamb. 








Who once fav'd his Jife as near drowning he {wam, 








The lion was tam*d, and with pity confounded, 
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a 4 r He cried over him all as one as a-lamb. 
, E »" . ‘ ae 
; That my friend Dick, or Tom, I would refcue from danger, The heait and the eyes, you fee, keep the fame motion, 
f Or lay my life down for each lad in the mels, __ Fer tho’ both thed their drops, ’tis all to the fame end , 
Is nothing at all; “tis the peor wounded ftranger, And thus ‘tis that ev'ry tight lad of the ocean, 
' And the poorer the more | fhould fuccour a ifirefs. Sheds his blood for his country, his tears for his friend, 
2 ki For, however their duty bold Tars may delight in, If my maxim’s difeas’d, "tis difeafe I fhail die on 4 
ae And peril defy_as a Bago bear, or flam, You may fhigger, andtitter, I don"t cave a damn! 
cs & The lion may feel furly pleafure in fighting, An me let the foe feel the paw of a lion; 
ae Put feel niore, by compaflion, when turn’d to a lamb, But, the battle once ended---the heart of a lamb. 









